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HEARTBEAT

The Time is Now
Critical Blood Shortage, CommunityWide Response
Numbers don’t lie. In the last 10 years, blood
donations in western Pennsylvania have dropped by
more than half, an unprecedented decline.
Thanks to grants from The Highmark Foundation and
UPMC Health System facilitated by the Blood Science
Foundation, key community players have joined
forces this year to reverse this dangerous trend.

We are calling on people
across our region to
make donating blood
a lifelong habit.
In the spring, Vitalant (formerly Central Blood
Bank) joined representatives from UPMC,
Allegheny Health Network, Highmark, the
Pittsburgh Penguins and others to launch an
integrated community awareness campaign.
The ongoing goal of the initiative is to educate
the public on the systemic challenges created
by the growing shortage of blood products
and the potential to impact the quality of
health care in the region. >> cont’d on pg. 3

FROM THE PRESIDENT

SECONDS COUNT
Every two seconds, someone in the
United States needs a blood transfusion.

It’s a sobering statistic, but one that crystallizes
Blood Science Foundation’s mission – to raise funds that
help Vitalant provide a safe, adequate blood supply to hospital
and health care partners in greater Chicago and western
Pennsylvania.
When we do, doctors can treat ill or critically injured patients. They can go about
the business of saving lives. They can make miracles happen, miracles that many
families are counting on for their loved ones.
We’re proud to introduce Lifelines, designed to keep you informed of all that
we are doing so Vitalant can purchase blood products, buy new equipment,
launch awareness campaigns and continue to award scholarships to schools
that host blood drives. We are also a driving force behind vital blood research.
Read on and find out about our success to date – from large-scale grants that
launched a public education campaign to community-focused events that raise
both money and awareness.
Meet some of our team members who make it all happen.
We’re excited about all that we’ve accomplished, but we know there is
much more to do.
Our efforts have just begun.
We are counting on your partnership and support to make it happen.
Sincerely,

Mark J. Giaquinto
President and Chief Financial Officer

News Conference
In the spring, Vitalant (formerly Central Blood Bank) joined representatives from
UPMC, Allegheny Health Network, Highmark, the Pittsburgh Penguins and others
to launch an integrated community awareness campaign.

cont’d from pg. 1 >>
During the launch, Vitalant also underscored
why a sustained, community-wide response is
necessary to avert the problem.
“Our message is clear,” said Dr. Darrell Triulzi,
medical director, Vitalant Clinical Services,
and director, Division of Transfusion Medicine,
Department of Pathology, UPMC. “We are calling
on people across our region to make donating
blood a lifelong habit. Giving blood on a regular
basis will help ensure hospitals have enough
blood to treat patients with cancer and other
diseases, to perform elective and emergency
surgeries and to help save the lives of our
neighbors.”
“There is no substitute for blood,” said Dr. Kim
Ritchey, vice chair of clinical affairs and professor
of pediatrics, University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine. “Through Vitalant, we depend entirely
on generous people who are willing to give part
of themselves to save or improve someone else’s
life. We must face this challenge together as a
community.”
Dr. Alan Murdock, chief of emergency surgery
in the Division of Trauma at Allegheny General
Hospital, added that hospitals never want to get
to the point where a shortage of blood forces
them to postpone treatments and surgeries.

“That is a very real possibility,” Murdock added.
“Many people don’t realize that it’s the blood
that’s already at the hospital that helps us save
lives, because it takes about 48 hours to test and
process donated blood, and it is critical to have
blood available before an emergency.”
Charles Wilcox, Northeast Division president for
Vitalant, pointed to recent donation statistics. In
2017, the hospitals Vitalant supports in western
Pennsylvania required nearly 160,000 pints
of blood to treat patients. Local blood donors
provided about 74,000 pints of blood, less than
half the amount needed. This has required Vitalant
to import the blood from other communities,
costing tens of millions of dollars each year.
“The current trend in blood donations in our
region suggests a pending public health crisis if
we do not aggressively address the problem now,”
said Wilcox.

“We need to change people’s
mindsets and help them
understand that their consistent
donation of blood is critical
to the health of those in their
communities.”
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There is
no substitute
for blood.
Vitalant continues to partner with prominent
companies, educational institutions and faithbased organizations in the area, asking each
one to share the urgency of the situation with
their constituents and encouraging everyone
to establish blood donation programs at their
respective sites.

Decline in Blood Donation in
the Greater Pittsburgh Area

2007

Donor Visits
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44,528

79,397

89,893

The grant money secured by Blood Science
Foundation is being used to spread the message
through grass-roots efforts, community
engagement and paid advertising.

154,056

“Although Vitalant has 11 donation centers and
holds several community blood drives daily
throughout the region, we realize that offering
convenient donation opportunities may increase
our ability to recruit committed donors,” Wilcox
said. “We’re ready to make this happen and create
an entirely new generation of reliable blood
donors. That’s why we’re asking businesses,
churches, schools and other groups to step up
and schedule donation programs with several
blood drives a year.”

2017

Donors

INFOCUS

Hitting the Road
Richard King Mellon Grant Puts Wheels in Motion
Bloodmobiles serve as a critical
asset for Vitalant in the effort to
collect more blood for those in
need.
In Pittsburgh, the blood bank is
about to get some new wheels
thanks to a $350,000 grant
from the Richard King Mellon
Foundation, a grant secured by
Blood Science Foundation.
The majority of the money
($300,000) will go toward
purchasing a new state-ofthe-art bloodmobile that can
be driven to a wide variety
of places across the region.
This delivers convenience to
potential blood donors. Rather
than going to a donation
center, the blood bank comes
to them. This often contributes
to increasing the number
of blood donors and blood
donations in the area.

The remainder of the grant
($50,000) is earmarked to help
raise awareness of Vitalant’s
recently launched community
awareness campaign in
western Pennsylvania (see
cover story).

Vitalant expects to have its new
mobile blood collection vehicle
in place and on the road later
this year.

“Blood donations
in our region have
dropped by more than
half over the past
decade,”
said Mark Giaquinto, president
and chief financial officer for
Blood Science Foundation.
“This generous contribution
helps to ensure that Vitalant
will have additional resources
to combat what can only be
described as a community-wide
health crisis in the making.”
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In Good Hands
Foundation Prepares for Second NextUp Awards
This coming winter, Blood
Science Foundation will once
again shine the spotlight on
driven, determined young
people across Chicagoland
who are making a
transformative commitment
to their communities.
The foundation will host the
second annual NextUp Awards
at The Drake Hotel on March
11, 2020. The program awards
scholarships to individuals
18 years of age or younger
who have become change
agents through fundraising,
philanthropy and volunteerism.
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“Our inaugural NextUp Awards
was a huge success, showing
people across the region that
the future is indeed in good
hands,” said Sunny Chico, board
member and chair of the 2019
event.

“We are excited to
see a new class of
nominees and to
recognize them for
the difference they
are making by giving
back.”

School districts in Cook,
DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry
and Will counties in Illinois will
begin nominating deserving
students this fall. The awards
dinner in March will recognize
finalists in three age categories
along with the winners.
Proceeds from the event
benefit the Vitalant Illinois high
school scholarship program,
which awards scholarship
money to Chicago-area schools
that host blood drives.

The Blood Science Foundation is trying to help
us to raise funds so that we can get new vehicles,
vehicles that will be dependable and reliable.
- Eva Quinley, Regional Director at Vitalant Illinois

Making the Case
Fundraising Efforts in Chicago
Earlier this year, the foundation
partnered with Nike B.
Whitcomb Associates, Inc.,
a fundraising consultancy
with more than 40 years of
experience in development
and fundraising, particularly
for nonprofit organizations.

Nike B. Whitcomb,
Nike B. Whitcomb Associates, Inc.

In just five years, blood
donations to Vitalant Illinois
have dropped by a third. It
is a sobering statistic, and
it serves as the catalyst for
Blood Science Foundation’s
fundraising efforts across
Chicago.

“We have an important story
to tell in Chicago, and Nike
and her team are helping us to
share that story,” noted Mark
Giaquinto, president and CFO
of Blood Science Foundation.

Among the tools being used
is a recently produced video
that talks about the challenges
in Chicago for Vitalant Illinois.
Shot on location this past
winter, the video shares
compelling stories about
local residents who have had
first-hand experience with
the power of blood donation
and how it can save and
improve lives.
To view the video, visit
www.bloodsciencefoundation.org

“The money we raise furthers
the mission of Vitalant Illinois
– through public education
campaigns on the need for
more blood donors, through
high school scholarship
programs and through the
purchase of new and updated
blood collection equipment.”
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In Their Honor
Doctors Get Much-Deserved Recognition
Western Pennsylvania serves
as the home for some of the
finest medical institutions and
doctors in the world.
In May, Blood Science
Foundation joined other
community partners to honor
some of those doctors who
save lives every day.
The foundation served as the
nonprofit partner for Pittsburgh
Magazine’s 2019 Best Doctors
Reception.
Mark Giaquinto, president and
chief financial officer of Blood
Science Foundation, offered
remarks during the official
program.
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“Miracles happen
every day, miracles
that literally change
the course of
someone’s life,”
Giaquinto noted. “To the men
and women in this room who
have received the designation
of ‘Best Doctor,’ thank you – for
your expertise, for the honor
you bring to your profession
and for the many miracles that
you make possible.”
Honorees and other guests
gathered at the Cochran Audi
Pittsburgh Dealership in the
city’s Strip District for the
awards presentation.

Dropping By

Red… and Green

Display Window Highlights Challenge

New Advertising Campaign

In downtown Pittsburgh, Fifth Avenue Place
serves as the home for thousands of employees
for a variety of companies and organizations.
It is also the headquarters for the Highmark
Foundation.

Red and green.

This summer, the Highmark Foundation gave
Blood Science Foundation and Vitalant Pittsburgh
the opportunity to take over a display window
in the building’s lobby for a month. The lobby
includes many retail stores and sees plenty of foot
traffic on a daily basis.
Both organizations transformed the space into a
powerful message about the blood shortage in
the region and how people can help.
The centerpiece for the display was the image of
a large drop of blood, which was filled with blood
collection bags.

They are more than just the colors of Christmas.
For Blood Science Foundation, the intersection
between red and green forms the basis of a new
creative advertising campaign designed to raise
awareness of the foundation and its mission in
both greater Pittsburgh and Chicagoland.
In TV commercials and
print ads released this
summer, the message is
simple and clear: To keep
communities in the red
with a safe, adequate
blood supply, Blood
Science Foundation
needs the kind of
green generated by
monetary donations.
The campaign
is scheduled to
continue into 2020.
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FACES OF DONATION

She goes through
so much in a day
that many adults
couldn’t bear. So, she
is definitely stronger
than most adults.

THE FIGHT
OF HER LIFE
Chicago Girl Embraces the Power of Donation
Nine-year-old Sophia Trujillo knows the power of blood donation all too well.
When she was very young, doctors diagnosed her with aplastic anemia, a potentially
life-threatening condition where the body stops producing enough new blood cells.
Sophia’s mom Michelle says her daughter was in the ICU for 60 days after the diagnosis.
During that time, Sophia had 50 blood transfusions and more than 60 platelet
transfusions, all made possible thanks to people who donated blood.
“She goes through so much in a day that many adults couldn’t bear. So, she is definitely
stronger than most adults,” Michelle Trujillo said.
Since the initial diagnosis, Sophia has undergone a bone marrow transplant to potentially
reverse her condition.
Michelle hopes her daughter’s story of survival will encourage people to take action.
“By donating money to Blood Science Foundation, I know that they can help so many
people like Sophia that this is their fighting chance.”
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IN THEIR WORDS

The current trend in
blood donations in
our region suggests a
pending public health
crisis if we do not
aggressively address
the problem now.
- CHARLES WILCOX
NORTHEAST DIVISION PRESIDENT
VITALANT

RESEARCH ROUND-UP

Under the Microscope
Research to Save Lives
In the last decade, Blood
Science Foundation has funded
$20 million in blood-related
research that has been the
catalyst for studies at top
universities across the country.
Consider the work of Dr.
Mark Gladwin, director of the
Pittsburgh Heart, Lung, Blood
and Vascular Medicine Institute
at UPMC and the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine.
“Our research programs are
developing new approaches
to improve the safety of blood
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transfusions, specifically by
identifying the genetics of
red blood cell donors,” said
Gladwin. “We hope to identify
donors whose blood should be
used earlier, or who are ‘super
donors,’ whose blood may be
stable longer in cold storage.”
The goal of each study funded
by Blood Science Foundation:
To save lives, improve patient
care and address inadequate
blood inventories.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Swing from the Heart
Second Annual Golf Fundraiser
Grab your clubs.
Check your swing.
Get ready for some friendly competition at Topgolf in suburban
Pittsburgh, the place for Blood Science Foundation’s second
annual “Swing from the Heart” fundraiser to benefit Vitalant’s
High School Scholarship Program.

This year’s event is scheduled for Friday,
October 4, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For the second year, both golfers and nongolfers will gather
at the area’s premier entertainment venue, where they will
participate in point-scoring golf games for all skill levels.
“You don’t have to be a scratch golfer to be competitive at
Topgolf. Even the casual golfer can score,” said Mark Giaquinto,
president and CFO of Blood Science Foundation. “It’s an
opportunity to have some fun with friends or colleagues and
raise money for a good cause.”
For more information or to register, visit
www.bloodsciencefoundation.org

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

MEET DONALD J. MCGRAW, M.D., M.P.H.
Don McGraw sets the tone and direction of Blood Science Foundation as its
chairman of the board of directors. He rejoined as chairman in 2017 after serving
as a board member from 1990 to 2013. A physician for four decades, Dr. McGraw
is the principal and senior scientist for Occupational and Environmental Medicine,
LLC and Corporate Environmental Solutions, LLC. Both focus on health care and
environmental consultation to various organizations. Dr. McGraw also has an
active private medical practice and is on the medical staffs of two Pittsburgh-area
hospitals.

MEET SHELLEY MISCAMPBELL
Shelley Miscampbell takes multi-tasking to a new level. As director of operations
for Blood Science Foundation, Shelley is instrumental in the coordination of
both fundraising and awareness initiatives on behalf of the foundation. She also
executes strategic initiatives to attract support from philanthropic and charitable
entities. Shelley joined Blood Science Foundation in 2017 after serving on the staff
of Central Blood Bank (now Vitalant Pittsburgh) for eight years. Born and raised
in greater Pittsburgh, Shelley earned her dual bachelor’s degrees in German and
international studies from Millersville University of Pennsylvania.

MEET RACHEL BLANCHARD
Technology is in Rachel Blanchard’s blood. That’s why she’s the perfect person
to serve as the data and marketing coordinator at Blood Science Foundation,
a position she has held since 2018. Rachel oversees the foundation’s donor
management database. She also plays a key role in content marketing to the
foundation’s many constituencies, which keeps them informed of foundation
happenings. In addition, she plays an active role in managing the foundation’s
social media program. A Pittsburgh native, Rachel earned her bachelor’s degree in
graphic and communication design from La Roche University.
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Life’s persistent and most urgent question is

What are you doing for others?
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

2020 Fundraising
Our Priorities

PI T TS BU RG H

Phase Two 			

Community
Awareness
Campaign

			
C H I C AG O

New Bloodmobile
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Your Turn
Consider a financial contribution to Blood Science Foundation today.
Your generosity helps us to fulfill our mission. Donate online, or contact us.

Pittsburgh

Chicago

(412) 209-7192

(847) 260-2920

875 Greentree Road
Parkway Center #5
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

5505 Pearl Street
Rosemont, IL 60018

www.bloodsciencefoundation.org

